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show a like steadfastness and courage in whatever
tasks they may yet be called upon to perform."

It was in the stupendous crisis of the events of
the first half of 1918, even more than the subse-
quent great and victorious battle, that Haig
reached his full stature. Although his trained
judgment had told him from the beginning that
the strategy actually followed by the enemy was
that which must lead to disaster, he had seen the
scales weighed down in favour of the Germans by
successive errors beyond his control. His own
line had been lengthened, the effective strength
of his Army weakened, and reinforcements avail-
able in England withheld from him. The first
fierce assaults of the enemy had met with a
greater measure of success than he had antici-
pated ; then the abandonment by his Allies of the
pre-arranged plan for joint action had brought
complete catastrophe into the range of possi-
bilities ; and, finally, a further blow by the Ger-
mans on his attenuated line had strained the
resisting powers of his Army to the very verge of
breaking. He had met each successive crisis with
prompt and correct decision. He had not hesi-
tated to throw into the balance his own position
and the independence of Ms Army leadership.
His calm fortitude had risen to the strain. He had
never for a moment lost either the control or the
confidence of his men. His mind had moved with
mechanical accuracy in the midst of the turmoil.
His unflustered manner and quick, incisive
decisions had inspired trust. When reports, often